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 Maryanne Frisken 
Funeral of Maryanne Frisken 

Maryanne Frisken passed into the presence of our Lord at 1.30 am on Wednesday 3rd December 2008, at the Bankstown Aged Care Facility aged 70. Her husband, Rev Bob Frisken AM, the President of New Hope International had been by her side for the past two months of hospitalisation and palliative care. Maryanne had been diagnosed with lung cancer and secondary cancer of the back in March 2008. She had chemotherapy, a back operation and radiation therapy which brought the cancer in her lung and back into remission but by September 2008 the cancer had spread to her brain and she was admitted to Bankstown Hospital. She had surgery to remove most of the tumour but the cancer quickly grew again and she died peacefully in her sleep and without pain on December 3rd.

Maryanne was born on 10th May 1938 in Dubbo NSW. She was the eldest daughter of Tom and Mary Stroud of Dubbo. She was married to Bob for more than 49 years and their love and marriage was a testimony to God’s grace and love in this couple’s life. Maryanne was the much loved mother of three sons, John, Steven and Grant and their wives, grandmother to ten grandchildren, and one great grandson. She had welcomed into her heart and family dozens of people over the years and had provided loving care and generous hospitality for them, There were many young men and women in many other countries who regarded her as “Australian Mum”. 

Her funeral was conducted by Rev Peter Hester at Regents Park Community Church 59 Regent Street Regents Park on Monday 8th December at 1.30 pm and was followed by internment at the independent section of Rookwood Cemetery at 3.30 pm. The burial was conducted by the Senior Pastor of Regents Park Community Church in an amazing downpour of rain.  

Maryanne was an extraordinary, ordinary woman, a pioneer of the formation of Cobar Baptist Church,  Junior Sunday School Superintendent and organist of Wentworthville Baptist Church, Pastor’s wife and Founding Director of the Adventure Centre at St Mary’s Baptist Church, first Curriculum Officer for Christian Community Schools Limited, First Director of the ABC Kindergarten in Auburn, Infants teacher at Ryde Baptist Christian Community School (now Northcross Christian School ),  teacher and Infants Coordinator at Toongabbie Baptist Christian Community School (now Toongabbie Christian School) and from its beginning in 2002 until she resigned because of the cancer in October 2008, Executive Secretary  of New Hope International a Christian charity that links together Christian schools in Australia and New Zealand for the purpose of assisting the development of people in developing countries through community development, assisting Christian schooling and leadership training. Maryanne had taught in conferences in Australia and the UK and also in Tonga, Solomon Islands and Uganda but visited and maintained close personal contacts with Christian educators in many other countries. Maryanne was loved by thousands of people across Australia and New Zealand and in many developing countries in the Pacific in Asia and India and Africa but most of all by her husband, three sons and their wives and ten grandchildren and one great grandson and the members and friends of Regents Park Community Church and the staff of Toongabbie Christian School where she had taught for 14 years and served as Infants Coordinator. Some of the many tributes that flooded into their home are recorded on the WebPage of New Hope International Limited www.newhopeinternational.net 
Maryanne made a huge contribution to the development of the thinking and the work of New Hope International. She was known and loved by people around the world.

Her last work was the first edit of the Second Edition of Phase One of the Effective teaching Series. She died just as this edition was being sent to the printers. Well done good and faithful servant.

Bob Frisken

Our dear Maryanne passed to be with the Lord at 1.30 am this morning 3rd December 2008. She had battled with cancer bravely for 9 months but since she was stricken with a tumour in her brain her health has steadily declined.  She died peacefully and without pain. I was at her bedside last night and just minutes after she died. 
We will all miss her terribly, especially me but her memory will inspire us. She will be missed by her friends around the world. We both want the work we started together to continue, so while God gives me the strength I will continue to honour God and Maryanne’s memory by finishing the work we started together. We had been hoping to celebrate our fiftieth wedding anniversary on the 10th January 2009 but that was not to be. We had 52 years of happy memories and a life full of love and blessing.

Susanne and Brian Carter

It is with great sadness that we learnt of Maryanne's passing. The only consolation is that she will no longer experience any pain. Be assured we will pray for her soul. Our thoughts are with you and your family at this time.
 Pam Harvey

Thanks for letting me know about Maryanne’s passing into glory – I appreciated you phoning me on Wednesday.  I was in Sydney at Wesley Institute from Wed – Friday.  I am now back at home in Queensland.  However, I wanted to let you know I am continue to pray for you – I know how much you will be missing and will continue to miss Maryanne.  I was so pleased that Barbara (from the Liverpool CF School) and I were able to visit you and Maryanne in August. It was really good to have a chat with you and Maryanne in particular and I am so pleased to have that as one of my final memories of Maryanne.   She was a wonderful woman and more like a sister to me and I have really valued her friendship and yours over the years.  Setting up an Orphans’ fund in memory of Maryanne is a lovely way of remembering her because she did so love children. I will be at the funeral – I will be flying down for the day.  In the meantime you and your family are in my thoughts and prayers.

Nola Crawford
Thank you for letting me know of Marianne's transition to be with Jesus. My heart goes out to you and your family at this time, and I will continue to pray for you all. May God hold you all close to Himself at this time of grief and through all that needs
to be done in the next few days.
Melinda Parker (Pune India)
Dear Bob, my heart just goes out to you. We are very aware of the pain of loss right now with all that is happening here but losing your darling Maryanne must be excruciating. Lots of prayers for you...and your family

Jack and Marlene Mechielsen (Northern Territory) 
It is with sadness that Marlene and I read the news that Maryanne died yesterday.  At the same time, we share your confidence and joy that she is safely with the Lord.  Her sickness is at an end and the Lord has made her whole again. We have fond recollections of Maryanne; she was a delightful person.  Maryanne was also clearly an enormous support alongside you in your work in Christian education both in Australia and across the world. Monday will be tough for you.  Being surrounded by your family and many good friends will be a comfort.

We will continue to uphold you in prayer and trust that the Lord will give you all the strength you need to continue to go forward in His service. Shalom,

Darcy and Ann Taplin
Please be assured of our love and prayers for you all.
Rev Albert Haddad (Wentworthville Arabic Baptist Church)
While it is sad to see your life’s partner and companion leaving you in the flesh, we’re sure that she’s gone to a much better place where “death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore.”(Rev.21:4) We do praise the Lord for the living hope we have in Him. Yes, we will meet again with all the loved ones who preceded us to the Lord’s presence, when He comes again to take His spouse – the church. “We will not precede those who have fallen asleep … and the dead in Christ will rise first.”(2 Thes.4:15-16) May the Lord grant you a special grace and the filling of His Holy Spirit, comforting your heart and granting you the strength needed to continue the work He’s given you to complete. Our Lord lives, we also will live. (John 14:19)

Joash Maneipuri (Education Director SSEC Solomon Islands)
I will be organising a card for us here in SI to sign and send to Bob soon. All expressed sadness at this time and prayers for Bob.  One said heaven must be alight with God's glory and shouts of joy to welcome Maryanne home.

Moses (in Uganda)
Oh no, I am shocked!! May her soul rest in eternal peace. Send our condolence message to Bob I Australia has lost such a great woman of God!
Michelle Brookes

All the Staff at Hope Christian School Narellan are thinking of Maryanne for her wonderful contribution to Christian Education. What an amazing Godly woman! We thank God that has now gone home with her Saviour. We send our sincere condolences to Maryanne's family and friends.

Bruce King

Lucelle and I have read with sadness the ‘home call’ of Maryanne. We join with all those who knew her little & well in thanking God for all her service for Him and her support of you in your special ministry.

John Norseworthy (Secretary New Zealand Association for Christian Schools)
The Christian School movement of New Zealand is deeply saddened by the passing of our dear friend and colleague, Maryanne.  Our loss is insignificant compared to the deep loss you must be experiencing now. Over the years we have observed you two working together as an incredible team. As a result there have been hugely significant fruit in the church and the Christian schools that you have inspired and guided together. This fruit is not confined to Australia but has profoundly affected New Zealand, the Pacific and as far afield as Africa and Europe.  We have good cause to believe that the most significant effects of the Christian schools you have inspired is yet to be seen.  Australia will be a different place especially later in this century because of your work together for the Kingdom of God. As you look toward a different phase of your work for the Lord, we know the Lord will be with you richly and we will be praying for you, especially through this immediate period of transition.  

Dorcas Kibirige (Education Team Leader Watoto, Uganda)
I cannot begin to imagine what you are going through at this time. We thank God for the life of our lovely mother, your precious wife and friend for so many years!  She touched so many lives with here graciousness and love.  I will always carry her memory with me.  Maureen, Winnie, Tony, Jenny and the teachers at Watoto all send their love and deep felt condolences to you and your family. We love you Daddy!
Pam Flannagan

I was saddened to hear of Maryanne's passing, my heart goes out to you,
You, Maryanne and all your family have been in my prayers continually these last few months.  

May our Loving Lord, 
who knows your heart. 
who understands and shares your loss, 
bless you with His gentle peace and 
comfort you with His gift of hope.
 In your ministry you have shared with many others in their times of sadness, 
I pray that the expressions of God's love, mercy and peace that you shared with them
 may in turn be your strength and comfort now.
 I know that God will surround you with His love and uphold you as you go forward in the work he has called you to. I find comfort and strength in the words of Hymns, one i like is
"There is a place of quiet rest, Near to the heart of God."
Pamela (Dorna Rehabilitation Centre Kenya)

 It is with great sorrow to have lost this dear great friend.  As much as we are mourning, we are also praising God to have given her the great strength to serve the Lord in the mighty way throughout the world.  Her legacy will always remain.  May God Rest her soul in internal peace.
God bless you mightily as you prepare for the funeral and we in Dorna Rehabilitation Centre will always pray for you as you continue to serve the Lord and help the needy in the world.

Lisa Everett (Mount Annan Christian College)

We only found out this morning about the passing of your wife and I would like to offer my condolences to you and your family. I would also like to apologize for the timing of my email on Monday. I am overwhelmed that you took the time to send this information to me so promptly. 
Thank you once again for your time and all the information that you sent. I very much appreciate it. My prayers and thoughts are with you and your family. 
Andrew Gear.

So sorry to hear of the passing of Maryanne yesterday.  May the Lord comfort you and your family in your loss, may His resurrection hope be your light and strong tower.

Please be assured of our prayers for you all. Psalm 116, especially vss 12-17.
Allana Hiha (Napier New Zealand)
Just to let you know how sad it is in one sense to hear of Maryanne's passing, yet we do know she is with her Lord and Saviour! I had hoped to see her one more time... or more! but its not

to be. When I get a few quiet moments I'll write to Bob. Know that I am thinking of you and praying for you all at this time.
Geoff and Michelle Beech

At this time of deep sadness for you, our thoughts are with you, and we pray that the peace and grace of our God may abound for you. Bless you, Bob.

Michael Potter (Tyndale Christian School SA)
Please pass on sympathies and prayers from both myself and Tyndale Christian School to the Friskens. We will be thinking of them during this difficult time. 

Tony Hawkins (The Christian Education Trust Bethlehem NZ)
Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time. We all recognise that dear Maryanne was a stalwart for the cause of Christian education just as you are. The Christian Education Trust will be represented next week by two of your close friends Graham Preston and Phillip Nash. Kathleen and I send greetings and our love to you and to all who know us over there.

Taeasi Sanga (Solomon Islands)
What a lovely testimony Maryanne has left behind.  She truly was an extraordinary, ordinary woman.  My thoughts and prayers are with you and your lovely family at this time. Thank you for sharing Maryanne's passing. God bless and keep you in his peace and comfort.

Graham Wilson
Dear Bob, please accept my condolences at Maryanne's passing. We will continue to uphold you in prayer along with several other of our friends who have recently lost loved ones.
I was hoping to have been able to attend on Monday, however I am teaching at our local seniors' computer club and it is my last class. I had to put last week's off due to Cheryl having a very bad upper respiratory infection so feel it would be too difficult to do that again. Please accept my apology for this. I know the service will be one of uplifting the Lord and giving praise for Maryanne's many years of faithful service to Him. May it be the means of witnessing to some who do not know the joy of the Lord.
Gregg Weaver (Principal Rangiora New Life School NZ)
Our heartfelt condolences to you and your family at this time of immense loss with the passing of Maryanne. She has indeed gone to her heavenly reward where there is no pain but only joy in the presence of our saviour God. All the staff here at Rangiora New Life School have been praying for Maryanne and yourselves since my family’s visit to you back in April. How deep her departing will be felt by so many but to you Bob it will be as though part of you has been extinguished and so  we will be praying for special strength and comfort for you as Maryanne’s life partner.
Helen Camidge 

Thank you David for letting us know.  I will pass on this sad news to ABF. May God continue to bless you and the work of New Hope International as Maryanne would have wanted.

Dr Graham McLennan, (Dental Surgeon, Director of National Alliance of Christian Leaders) 
Bob, May God especially surround you with his angelic love and comfort at this time. Bless you, 
Garrick Everett

My heart goes out to you and your family. Saying goodbye from this earth is never easy, especially to one so loved. I pray you give yourself freedom to mourn, and take encouragement from those around you. I wish there was something more I could do, but all I can do is let you know I care, and that you are in my thoughts and prayers. God bless you my dear brother.

Thinus and Elsa Dreeckmeier (FCCE Pretoria South Africa)
We often thought of you and Maryanne in the last couple of weeks and prayed for you. It was sad to receive the news of her passing away but know that the Lord's timing is perfect. We want to assure you of our sincere condolence in your bereavement and Pray that the peace of the Lord will be with you. May you experience the fellowship of our Lord, Jesus Christ in a specific way during this time.

Kerrie  Rod  Jaimie and Georgia (United Kingdom) 
We arrived home early this morning to hear the news. Rod and I are so sorry. You don't need me to tell you what a special lady Maryanne was. She, like you, impacted my life in so many ways. We are so very pleased that we were able to see you and Maryanne on Sunday. I feel strongly that God's timing was in all of this with Maryanne and Rod's Dad. I feel peaceful thinking of them in heaven together watching us. You will be in our thoughts and prayers over the coming weeks and months. We wish we could have been there for the service next week. Love you lots 

Brian and Maureen Cox (Jakarta Indonesia) 

So sad to hear that Maryanne is temporarily parted from you. What a glorious hope though that you will be reunited eternally. We feel your grief and sadness. We have just returned from Adelaide tonight as Maureen's dad died last Thursday and the funeral was yesterday. We want you to be conscious of our love and prayers for you. I know there are thousands across Australia and around the world who will be praying for you this week; all of those people who've been touched by your joint ministry over the years. Blessings always.

Amy Walker (Project Coordinator GBA Ships e.V.)
At times like this it is so hard to find the right words to say. I am so deeply saddened to hear of Maryanne's passing. I have such fond memories of the time I had the privilege of having her as a teacher, and count it such a blessing to have known Maryanne. Maryanne was such an encouragement to me through the whole of my schooling at Toongabbie Christian School and beyond, always asking how I was, encouraging, smiling and truly caring about each student, past and present. She gave a care that went beyond that of an ordinary "teacher". A care that has impacted and blessed the hundreds, thousands of people who have known her. Although over time I had lost contact, Maryanne's Christ-like example and influence during my schooling years, has played a major role in making me the person I am today giving me a solid grounding which has helped me to truly 'grow up into Christ'. I cannot imagine what you and your family are going through, but one thing that brings comfort to my heart is the knowledge that she is now with our King of Glory, free from the pain and sickness, where we too will soon be. I pray that at this time you would experience the full comfort of our Lord Jesus Christ. May you know that you are in my thoughts and prayers. 
One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple.  Psalm 27:4 Looking to that Glorious day, 
Graham Frisken
It was with much sadness that I heard from mum this morning and your email tonight, of the passing of Aunty Maryanne. That she has passed, peacefully, and without pain is something for you to take comfort from. You have been truly blessed, to have spent 52 years together, having raised a wonderful family that you are both extremely proud of. I know that your work has not finished yet, and that you will continue to pursue your dreams and complete what you have set out to achieve. Because of your vision, my three boys are attending a school that they can grow up in with teachers that truly believe, and pass these ideals onto the youth of today. My thoughts and prayers are with you, and the boys at this most difficult time.

Lynda and the Joshua team Tanzania

Our most sincere condolences to you at this sad time.  We have prayed constantly for Maryanne over these months and are sad to hear this news, but always rejoice in the believers victory over death.  Our prayers will be with you in the coming season of adjustment and grief.  May God be rich and real to you. We will be delighted if you can come to visit us next year!  Joanna, Meagan and I have just completed a very successful week of teaching Series One at the large Christian school I told you about earlier this year.  The teachers are excited and empowered, and we have been invited to do Series Two with them next year.  Much love and prayers,

Eugene and Julie Willems

We were very sad to learn of Maryanne's passing. My wife lost her mother two years ago, also a woman of strong faith, and we still miss her despite knowing she is with the Lord. We will pray for you and your family. Thankyou for letting us know this sad news.
Andrew & Jenny Johnson (Greenwood WA)
We Praise God for her life and thank him that she is now at rest in his beautiful garden. We are praying for you and your family through this very difficult time. May his strength and everlasting arms engulf you at this time.

Russell Bailey Headmaster, (Redeemer Baptist School)
Elizabeth Cannon (my mother-in-law) has spoken to me of your conversation this afternoon.  Thank you for calling. Ever since we received the call from Ted Boyce we have all been praying for you both continuously.  Your lives have been an encouragement to me, and to all of us, since we first met you – when I was still a teenager, back in the 70’s, when you came to speak at Redeemer about the exciting vision of Christian schools.  That vision is as exciting today as it was when you first spoke to us.  And I was encouraged to hear from Noel and Elizabeth Cannon last weekend that you and Maryanne have both been serving our Lord with this vision on a big scale throughout the Pacific in recent years. I have been married now for twenty years.  You have both been married for many more.  I can only imagine your sorrow and sense of loss at this time – alongside the wonderful hope and joy that Maryanne is now in the presence of Jesus. You will no doubt be surrounded by the love of your family at this time which, I am sure, will be a source of great comfort.  And, because of what you have done for so many in Christian schools, I am sure that you will also be surrounded by the love of so many in the Christian school family.  We are all indebted to the pioneering work done by you and Maryanne. Please be assured of our continued love and prayers.

Peter & Lyndell Nelson (Melton Christian College VIC)
Our thoughts, love and prayers are with you at this time of loss. 

Peter Crimmins ACT
It is with great sadness that I learnt of Maryanne’s passing away this morning. My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.  Maryanne was an inspiration to all those who knew her in Christian schooling. Her dedication, like yours, knew no bounds. Sometimes, we use expressions like that in an exaggerated way, but in your case and that of Maryanne, you were of one mind in your commitment to the Lord and to Christian schooling. I have no doubt that Maryanne is now at peace, and in the presence of God. What a comfort for you at a time of such sadness. 
Gavin and Glenda Williams

We are deeply saddened to hear of Maryanne's passing. You have been very much in our prayers these past weeks and we will do everything possible to be at the Funeral next week. Please be assured of our love and support at this very difficult time. With Christian love

Janet Nason (ACSI Asian Director Philippines)
I'm so sorry to hear this news, but know God has taken Maryanne in His timing and love.  Praise His name that she is now healed
and praising our Savior.  Please know of my prayers for you personally as you walk through these difficult days that you can never
prepare for.  God WILL give you the strength you need as well as your children.  Celebrate her life and many contributions to Christian schools.  I am so glad that I was able to meet her while there in September.
Stephen Spies (Principal of Berowra Christian Community School)
I cannot begin to understand your feelings at present but want you to know how much a blessing you and Maryanne have been to me over the years, and will continue to be. 

I know your strength and guess your weakness and know God will enable you in this sad and lonely time; until that great day we are all united in Him. So sorry for you my brother, yet pleased you have had so much time together with your precious Maryanne. With you in sadness, hope and expectancy. The family here grieves with you; but not without hope!

Cynthia Hale

I have just read your sad email, I feel for you so much, we know Maryanne is with Our Lord Jesus but we are left with the deep sadness that nobody understands unless they have been through the loss of a  loved one.   I know you will all be upheld in prayer and Our Lord will give you the strength needed for the days ahead. Kerrie was so sad but also so pleased to have seen you both ( they are still in the air, on the way home!) Remembering you in my thoughts and prayers,

with loving and understanding sympathy. 
Jesma O'Hara 

Many thanks for letting us know David. We will be keeping Bob and the family in prayer at this difficult time.

Nathan Willis 
Please pass on our deepest sympathies to Bob at this time. He and the family have been, and remain, in our prayers. Blessings,

Jeff Ryan (Thomas Davis & Co)
Sorry to hear the news regarding Maryanne. Thank you for letting us know and please send our sympathies to Bob and the family from Thomas Davis & Co.
Roger Ellem 

Thank you for this e-mail.  I will be in prayer for Bob and for you at this time

Bev Norsworthy (Bethlehem Tertiary Institute)
Our prayers and thoughts continue to be with you all  Lots of love
Joe Belousoff (Head of Campus – Maranatha CS) 

Thank you for passing on the sad news about Maryanne Frisken. Would it be possible to pass on to Bob our deepest sympathy, love and prayers, from the CEN Victorian Principal’s Group?  We are most aware that God is always in control and will continue to supply all our needs even in these tough times. 

Tony Morgan (A R Morgan Pty Ltd)
I was so sorry to hear from Ted today about Maryanne.  We have been and we will be praying for you.  I know that you will miss her greatly. May the God of all Comfort comfort you in the way that only He can. Thinking of and praying for you,
Rod Passmore (Maranatha College WA)
 I remember the last time you and Maryanne spent in our home last year. It was a fun and happy time. Those memories will remain with Trish and myself as we reflect today on Maryanne’s passing. Our prayers are with you and your family. Trish is on her way to Sydney today for Christian Super meetings Im sure she will make contact. The Maranatha College community also is saddened by Maryanne’s death. Below is a comment from Di Lake the Head of Middle School.

That is so sad to hear about Maryanne’s passing. She was such a lovely lady. It has been a long battle for her and I have often thought of them. Also feel for you both as you have been so close to them over the years. What a great legacy to leave though.  

Kevin & Rosalie Bell (Mt Hagen, WHP, PNG)
I know you are no doubt very busy just now. We have received the news of Maryanne's passing. We are so saddened by this. We were at Brisbane airport waiting for a connection to Newcastle when we received the news. We are planning on being at the funeral.  Bob, I want you to know that Maryanne was such a good friend -she was our most faithful correspondent when we went to PNG. Maryanne was so interested in what we were doing - she emailed more than most people -she was so encouraging and such a wonderful support. I valued her love and friendship. I have missed her emails this year due to her sickness and will continue to miss her. We are praying for you as you will be making such big adjustments in your life.
Neels and Anita de Jager (FCE Zambia)
I arrived home yesterday and found this note.  Just to say that our hearts and condolences are with you and your precious family.  Bob, I would just like to touch you and I know there are no words.  Death is so final for all of us who stay behind.  My prayers for you will be especially in the days to come when the voidness is there.  Just know we at FCE stand with you and your family.

My children are coming to Oz in January to teach there.  I will come in April and will do anything possible to come and see you. I know Jesus is with you. Your friend for ever.
Dr. Usha Abraham (India)
We are very sorry to know about Mrs. Maryanne is promoted to glory.  We pray for her soul to be in peace.  All our assured prayers to your dear self and family members and to even to the organisation. "for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me." Psalm 23:4.

"The Lord will again comfort Zion and choose Jerusalem."  Zechariah 1:17. With much prayers,

Jenny Middleton (Compassion Australia)

Our thoughts and prayers are with you

Tim Rogers and Logan CC staff team (Qld)
We are thinking of you at this time of loss and pray God’s presence on your home. We have just lost a dog and the flat seems really empty—yours is so much greater a change and adjustment. You both have left a huge legacy but God obviously feels you have more to contribute, so keep on keeping on. Blessings

Catriona Wansbrough (Snowy Mountains Christian School)
To dear Bob, I am so sorry. Our thoughts and prayers continue to hold you in His loving arms. With love,

Joshua (for Alice, Grace and Caleb) Hong Kong

I am so sad to hear the news of Maryanne.  It is nice that she passed without much pain and in peace. Be brave as our Lord, many angels, brothers and sisters around the word is supporting you. Pray for you and your family.  No need to reply me in this difficult moment as I understand. With loves and hugs,

Jack Joyce and the staff at Rehoboth Christian School Wilson campus WA
Please pass on our condolences to Bob and his family, and praise God that Maryanne has gone to be with her Lord and Saviour. For the glory of God alone,

Sue Kitzelman
What a blessing Maryanne has been to so many people for so many years!  We can only be thankful to God for all that you have both done together. She is now rejoicing with the Lord, having heard "Well done, good and faithful servant."   We are praying so much for you Bob - the grief is hard, real and inevitable, even amid the joy in the knowledge that Maryanne is with the Lord.   

The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord make His face to shine upon you
The Lord lift up His countenance and give you His peace.
 We will be thinking much of you. God Bless
Andrew Newhouse (on behalf of the Foundation Christian College community WA)
Thanks for this news, as sad as it is. What a trooper. Our thoughts and prayers are with Bob and the family during this difficult time. We thank God for Maryanne’s incredible contribution to Christian Service over a long time.

Sarah Harrison (Former Staff worker)
I heard the news about Maryanne's passing.  You just never know what to say to people at a time like this.  Praying for you.  I am in Adelaide but will be back on Sunday, I will come to the funeral.  Depending on when it is Dad may come as well. 
Kath Comber, (Perth)
What a loss for us but a joy in heaven – what an amazing Christmas she will have this year singing and praising God for all eternity .She was one amazing lady!
Trish Passmore, (Executive Officer, Christian Schools Australia Ltd – WA)
Oh dear Bob – our special prayers – I don’t know what to say – God is good though and He has his lovely arms around her at this time – oh she will be so happy – sad to be away from you and family but happy in the Lord. Thinking of you – lots of special love Trish & Rod

Sad news along with a special prayer request. You will be saddened to hear that Maryanne Frisken went to be with the Lord at 1.30 am this morning 3 December 2008. She had battled with cancer bravely for 9 months but since she was stricken with a tumour in her brain her health had steadily declined.  She died peacefully and without pain. Bob was at her bedside last night and just minutes after she died.  Until she resigned in October 2008 because of the tumour, Maryanne was Executive Secretary of New Hope International Limited. Her last work was the first edit of the Second Edition of Phase One of the Effective Teaching Series. She died just as this edition was being sent to the printers. Maryanne will be remembered by many for her work with Christian Community Schools Ltd (CCSL), a predecessor organisation to CSA. Well done good and faithful servant. Maryanne will be missed by hundreds of people around the world whom she served so cheerfully and faithfully. Please keep Bob and their extended family in your prayers at this very sad time.
Ken Kenamu (Port Moresby PNG)
Its sad to hear the bad news of passing away of Maryanne. My family, friends, the Christian Brethren Church in Papua New Guinea and I would like to pass our condolences to you at this mourning stage. I got to know Maryanne, When I was first accepted by her and Bob in 2003 to be part of their family to complete my studies at Macquarie University. Maryanne's open personality and Christ like character demonstrated to me was more than a mother could offer in Life time. 
Maryanne was to me a mentor, a guidance, a teacher, a cook, a friend, a caregiver, a demonstrator, and mostly regarded my Aussie mum at home away from home.
However, "there is time for everything" as stated in the book of Ecclesiastes 3: Verses 1-9. There is time to be born and time to be with the Lord. I believe  Maryanne is with the Lord. Maryanne's personalities  will be treasured forever. I share the sympathy with your family at this stage. May Maryanne's soul rest in Peace for ever. Its a shock to me to hear at this stage while I am away in the jungle working away from my families in Port Moresby. I will fly back to Port Moresby on Friday the 5th of December because I could not make it today or tomorrow. My family and I will be mourning and praying at my residence in Port Moresby this Friday and the weekend.. I will get to Port Moresby this Friday  and If things (funds and visa)work out I might fly down to Brisbane and catch the coach to attend the funeral service.
Dr Paul and Marjorie Pang, (Schools For Christ Foundation Hong Kong)
Thanks for sharing with me the news regarding Maryanne's being with the Lord.  Although we have lost her ministry with us, it is really better for her to be with the Lord.  I can vividly remember her when we visited you in Australia and her kindness and godly fellowship. Please accept our sympathy and the Lord' comfort at this time. We will pray for you and the ministry of New Hope .

William Gardner (Southern Highlands Christian School)
Our sincere love and blessings to you and family in the Name of our Lord Jesus.  What a truly great blessing has been the work undertaken by Maryanne and yourself.  As a school we were one of the early pioneers of this type of work in Christian schools and so we have enjoyed the journey that New Hope and all the accompanying schools undertook.  We praise HIM – our LOVING HEAVENLY FATHER – for you and Maryanne as she now sings His praises in His glorious presence. Our love to you from all at SHCS

Melanie Spencer

Oh Bob! It has been such a hard morning. We are very sad, although Eliza did say that Maryanne would be loving heaven. Dear, dear Bob. We love you so much. We are praying for your comfort… and for the boys and their families. Love Melanie

Phil Weeks, (Devonport Christian School Tasmania)
Dear Pastor Bob, Our deepest condolences and prayers for you and your family during this time of loss. We pray the God of all comfort will lift you up on His wings.

Dear Bob, family and New Hope family, May the Lord give you His comfort in the loss of Maryanne, and strength to go on with the memory and example of her passion for Jesus and commitment in the ministry. With love and my prayers for you, Fineke

Fineke Janssen (La Paz Bolivia)
Dear Bob, family and New Hope family, May the Lord give you His comfort in the loss of Maryanne, and strength to go on with the memory and example of her passion for Jesus and commitment in the ministry. With love and my prayers for you, Fineke

Keith Francis (Hillcrest CC Qld  and NHI Director)
We all know that Maryanne is in a better place with the Lord. She has made a huge contribution to the Kingdom and God will say 'well done good and faithful servant'. Those who are left will rightly grieve her loss - Bob be assured of the prayer support of the Hillcrest Staff.Blessings and strength be yours today and in the days ahead.

Paul and Lynne Campey (NHI Director)
We are sorry to hear of Maryanne's passing, though know she is now rejoicing with her Lord and Saviour. We are praying for you and your family at this difficult time and know that God will sustain you through it all. Blessings
Neville Pollard (NHI Director)

Our prayers are with you especially at this time. We praise God for all that Maryanne did for the Kingdom of God through the work of CCS and New Hope especially. Bronwyn was very emotionally upset when she heard the news this morning and had to be consoled by Helen Blanch. Angela sends her love to you; she hopes to come down next week. Nev and Sylvia
Chinchilla Christian School Qld
Please pass on our sympathy to Bob from Chinchilla Christian School. Thanks, Kaye

David and Michele Boyce

Please accept my deep and sincere sympathy for the loss of you wonderful wife, Maryanne is a very special human being and our Lord has released her from all suffering, she is now in the best place off all in the presence of Jesus there is none better. Love you Mate David

Dr David Baker (Orange Christian School)
Dear Bob, Stuck for words. Just sending my love and praying for you. Everything else about the wonderful Maryanne you know better than me! David
Allister and Jill Martin (Hobart Tasmania)
I replied to Annette’s email but I also wanted to let you know personally how sad we are to hear of Maryanne’s death. Oh, Bob, you must be devastated; we’ll be upholding you in prayer every moment! We thank God for your wonderful Maryanne, so full of joy and life and with such generosity of spirit ... You’ll miss her terribly, hang on to God, Bob, and your lovely family, as you plough through the ‘rough ground’ of this present season. All our love, 
Carolyn Kelshaw (Chief Executive Officer CEN)
Thank you so much for letting us know of Maryanne’s passing.  Our hearts are heavy for you in this significant loss which spells the earthly end of a long and wonderful partnership.  We will communicate this news to our members along with details of funeral arrangements when they are to hand.  Please be assured of our love and prayer at this sad time. With warm regards

Rainer and Jeanette Ratinac

Our dear Bob, Rainer and I have continued to pray for you over the last months. We thank God that Maryanne is with her Lord and Saviour and no longer suffering. However I know from the times this year when it looked like Rainer was going to be with his Lord how I felt at that prospect. So my heart goes out to you especially at this time. I remember in a staff meeting one Monday afternoon many years ago how you shared that Maryanne was out west with her father. She was to be away for many weeks/months. You shared that you knew you could function without her but since the two of you had become one, you were only half here. I have never forgotten this and I know how true it is in our marriage. So at this time I especially pray for Jesus Christ to fill that void with his love and presence. We will continue to pray for you and your family. With our deepest love

Harold Klassen (www.transformingteachers.org Germany)
I was so sorry to hear that Maryanne Frisken has gone to be with her Lord and Savior because I know what a huge hole she leaves in your heart and ministry. She is completely whole in His presence, but she is sorely missed here. Death is always an unnatural intruder in our relationships. May the God of all comfort make His grace abound to you, filling you with His peace and joy in the midst of this time of sorrow and loss.

Rose Douglass and Family 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you Mr Frisken and yes she will be missed by many. Maryanne was one of those angels on Earth. She guided many of us to the path that Christ would have us follow. I am grateful to the Lord for Maryanne's influence and friendship.

I also thank God for witnessing your beautiful marriage and teamwork for the Lord. We will especially pray for you Bob, for the days ahead. For strength and comfort as only Jesus can provide. Thank you for passing on my love and hugs to Maryanne. With Love from Rose Douglass and Co.

Jeanette Crickett, (Principal NCCS Fiji)
Our prayers and comfort to you at this time of Maryanne’s passing on to glory. We trust we soldier on faithfully too until we are called home as well.

Isaac Wheigar (Association of Christian Schools/Liberia )
Praise God for the life that Maryanne led. She will be remembered for the many contributions she made to the ministry of NHI. May her soul rest in perfect peace and light perpetual shine on her.

Graham C Preston  (Ambassador  Christian Education Trust Bethlehem Campus NZ)
Vicky and I, along with the whole Bethlehem campus join together to surround you with our love and sympathy as you have lost your life time partner in the Lord. You are a precious saint Bob and we grieve with you in the loss of a real Godly servant who has enriched us all.  May the Comforter surround you and strengthen you as you move through the next few months and come to terms with the loss and all that will mean. I am so glad I have some time with Maryanne last month when it looked as if she may be granted more time. You have been an example to us all as her served Maryanne right up to the last second – believing for her best and TRUSTING her to the Lord I am thinking about coming over to join you in the celebration of a wonderful life of Godly service Much love  to you and your family and may God Bless you ,
Lyn Damon

Dear Bob I know you will be inundated with emails etc, but I had to say how very sorry and sad I feel for you.  I will continue to pray for you.  love, Lyn.
Marion Sanders (Bethlehem IE NZ)
Just to let you know that I am praying for you. I know there is great rejoicing that Maryanne is with the Lord and no longer in pain, but I also know that you will be missing her after such a long and completely "one flesh" marriage. Maryanne has made such an impact on many lives. I know I have often looked to her as a role model of a godly servant-leader. I pray you will know the strength of the Lord and the comfort of the Holy Spirit at this time. Much love and kind regards

Jill Healey, (Principal of Flinders CC Victoria)
I am very sad to hear of your loss of dear Maryanne but rejoice that she is with her Lord and free from suffering and pain.  I will continue to pray for you Bob over these next few weeks and in the future.  Only the Lord can really know how hard this is for you and your family and I pray that you will experience much love, blessing and grace and a very deep sense of his presence with you. God bless, Jill

Dr Bridget Mary Aitchison, (Principal  Southland College)
My sympathy and prayers are with you.  There is little I can say at this time that will help, so I will just say that we loved Maryanne and are grateful to God for the years you had together and the ministry you had together.  I am here if you need anything and will be praying for you. Love, Bridget 

Phillip Nash, (Principal Bethlehem College  and NHI Director))
Dearest Bob How can words express our heart's cry for you at your loss.  You and Maryanne epitomised a married couple as I am sure God intended that relationship to be. We cry with you and pray for you. My deepest sympathy 
Keith Davies (Belmont Christian College)
A beautiful, beautiful lady and a humble servant of God has been called home to be with Her Saviour. No words will ever adequately measure the impact that Maryanne has made on some many. The lives of thousands of children, both here and overseas, have been directly changed by her caring and nurturing ministry. Future leaders within the Church will always remember her. Her legacy is not only those changed lives, but also the strength of Christian Schooling in so many places. Bob, I share your sadness but also your rejoicing in that your beloved Maryanne is no longer suffering- she is with her Lord.
Maria Varlet (Executive Officer, Christian Schools Australia Ltd – VIC) 
 had very much hoped to be able to attend Maryanne’s funeral on Monday but, after a couple of days of trying to juggle the logistics, I realised that it was going to be impossible to come to Sydney and still fulfil various responsibilities here. I wanted to be there to participate in the celebration and honouring of Maryanne’s wonderful life and also to demonstrate my love and care for you at this difficult time. I had also hoped that my presence would be on behalf of the many, many friends you have here in Victoria and who are praying for you and your family at this time but would be unable to make the trip to Sydney. I (and many others) have always had a very deep respect for you and Maryanne and for your amazingly consistent, faithful service to the Lord. Maryanne demonstrated this in her love for her family, her passion for children and teaching, and her commitment to Christian education both here in Australia and overseas. Whenever Jean and I talk about marriage and how we can ensure that ours stands the test of time and the various challenges of life, I always talk about you and Maryanne as role models. You have led such productive and purposeful lives (both as individuals and as a couple) and there’s never been any doubt of your very deep love and care for one another. By now Maryanne has met Jesus, has heard the words, ‘Well done good and faithful servant’ and is no doubt resting and doing whatever else you do in heaven. This is cause for joy and surely a great sense of comfort to you. However, I can only imagine the very deep sadness you must also be feeling as you contemplate your life now without Maryanne at your side. I’m praying that the Lord will continue to give you all the strength that you need and that he will be a very real comfort in your time of need. I’m sorry that I didn’t have a chance to say goodbye to Maryanne but am very glad I was able to speak to her on the phone a month or so back. It was obvious in that conversation that, despite her serious health challenges, her enthusiasm, passion, genuine interest in others, faith and commitment to serving God had not diminished even one little bit. This is most certainly how I will always remember Maryanne. Tomorrow will be a difficult day for your family and I will be praying for you.

George and Betty Windsor

Betty and I share with you and your family in your sadness at Maryanne’s passing. We also rejoice with you in the knowledge that she has indeed passed into the Lord’s presence. We had hoped to be with you at tomorrow’s service but we have a commitment to care for our grandson. Be assured that our love and prayers are with you and the family as you give thanks for the life of one very special lady. 

Dean Bassett

I was saddened this morning in Church to hear the news of Maryanne's passing; although I'm sure that she herself is rejoicing. Please be assured that Doreen, I and the family will be remembering you and your family in prayer over coming days

Stephen O’Doherty (CEO Christian School Australia)
On behalf of all at Christian Schools Australia I express sincere condolences on the passing of Maryanne. Who can estimate the impact of this life committed so effectively to the service of our Lord?

 

It is measured in so many ways: in young lives changed forever, through individuals who today recall the love and warmth of Maryanne's many kindnesses, through thriving Christian schools established across the country by churches which caught the vision and, most profoundly, through teachers around the world enriched and equipped with a deep knowledge of their Christian calling. What a legacy! 

In all these things we will remember Maryanne - the inseparable co worker with Bob - as a true pioneer and founder of Christian schooling for modern Australia. We give thanks to the Lord for her life and work and rejoice that she has an eternal home in His care.

 Maryanne will be sadly missed and fondly remembered by literally thousands in CSA schools throughout Australia who today express their deep sympathy to Bob and the Frisken family."

Sister Ann Laurie (India)
Thank you very much for your prayers sir. By God's abundance grace everything had been set for Madam Maryanne's funeral ceremony in India. It was God's inspiration for every pastor, every volunteer, every employee, every teacher, every helper and even the congregational members of all 35 churches (daily labourers) providing the God's miraculous provisions to set up the service and also to feed 100 poorest of the poor in our community. We sincerely appeal you to pray that everything goes well here and it would be great success which brings honour and glory to our Lord through his dear servant's ceremony. Amen 
Suping (Our Chinese daughter)
I wish I could speak and write English more in depth and fluently like my Chinese. I could not find a word to describe Maryanne and the feeling I have now. It is hard to believe she had left us. I have been thinking of her since I heard the news. I still can see her smile on her face... I know it is a hard time for you. When I lost my dearest grandmother who brought me up it took me a very very long time to accept that. I was so regretful that I were not with her in the end of her life. In fact I never thought she left me. I always believe she is up there watching me and looking after me. It is a heartbreaking feeling even now I still feel paid and sorrow... Maryanne is up there watching you. Bob. You have to look after yourself! 

For me Maryanne and you are such special people in my life. I would never forgot the time I live with you when I first came to Australia. I was so stressed with the study. Maryanne cook for me and did laundry for me. She corrected my pronunciation and made jokes. She is my Australia mum. You are my Aus Dad.  If it was not with you both help I was not able to pass all the exams and not able to settle down quickly.  So much memory about her. like a film in my brain.  
You remember we went to the Blue Mountain together?  I collapsed when you and me came up from the three sisters. I scared Maryanne because she thought it was you who collapsed. Sorry Maryanne!

So many things Maryanne and you had done for me.  You organised such a wonderful wedding for us we did not even plan to have one. Beautiful wedding cake Maryanne made for us. We still keep one piece in our freezer. Maryanne is like an old friend who can read my mind and understand me. I can not remember how many times I cried out in front of her and you when I had difficult time mentally and physically. Whenever I am struggling in faith or am sick in the hospital she was always there listening to me, understanding me and comforting me. 
I am not a very open person. I found it hard to express my feeling. In most occasions I don't.  Maryanne and you seem understanding me. Thanks so much for having me as your daughter. I wish I could tell Maryanne and say thanks to her.... She will be missed deeply! 

Ray Bartell (Education Director Baptist Union of PNG)

was so sorry to hear of Maryanne's passing and I cannot imagine how hard this must be for you and your extended family. I know Bob how much she meant to you, a life soul mate that you loved and cherished and that was very evident in how we witnessed you relating to her. Bob, I have not been in touch since we heard of her passing as we are aware how busy and emotionally consuming this event has been for you however we have been continuing to pray for you, particularly Aimee since we heard. On behalf of Baptist Education please accept our sincerest condolences for you and your family. 

Ron & Evelyn Syme, (Past President, Baptist Union NSW)

In sending our condolences to you and the family, we do so in the knowledge that Maryanne is now in the presence of the Lord and in sure and certain hope of the resurrection to Life Eternal.  We regret that local commitments have meant that we cannot attend the funeral, but please be assured of our prayers.  We have many happy memories of Maryanne from your time at Wentworthville.
Rob Bridgland, Chairman Hillcrest Christian College

During breakfast this morning with Keith Francis he let me know that your wife Maryanne had passed away. Although it is many years since I have had any communication with you the memories of your and your families’ kindness towards me during my year at CCHS Lidcombe in 1976 have remained. I spoke with Maryanne last year whilst you were ill and it was good to catch up and hear how the family was. Praying the God sustains you and the family through this time and I look forward to catching up with you God willing at the Hillcrest startup week in January.
Daniel from Shenzhen China

I feel so sorry and shocked at the news that Maryanne passed away. My and my family have been praying for her. It is my privilege to meet you in the Philippines and in Shenzhen many years ago. I still have deep impression of you both. And I learned a lot from you. May the Lord comfort you, Dr. Frisken. It is comforting to us that Maryanne has gone with the Lord and now she is in a better place and she will have a strong, glorious and eternal body. Love,

 

 A Prayer Offerred during Maryanne’s illness

Sister Laurie & Open School students, Redeemed Hearts Ministry 

Poem of Prayer dedicated to our dear mother Maryanne 

Our God, Our Father, Our Lord and King. Omnipotent Creator, mighty in power and strength, ruler over all Heaven and earth. May your mercy and grace abound in love to Maryanne though your hand can be heavy in discipline to those whom you love. 

You are every breath that we take.  You are the beauty in everything we see. And let Maryanne’s breathe fresh up in your beauty  We hear the songs being sung as the wind blows through the trees, you are the dance in the flowers as they sway in the breeze, the songs in the birds resting in the trees. Restore the rest for our magnificent mother Maryanne 

The sun that shines brightly in the day, behold Your Holy Fire.  The moon that beams bright through the night beams bright with Your Holy light. Let that Holy Fire brim the life stone of Maryanne and let the Holy light shine in her path both day and night. 

As we look around each and every day. Your wondrous creations praise you in some way.. We wish some more beauty to be added to her with gift of Life. We lift up our voice in praise to sing; Holy, Holy, Holy is our King. Let the voice of hers also still add with us to praise you as Holy, Holy, Holy 

We lift up my hands to you precious Father supplicating to restore Maryanne’s health; Hallelujah for you are mighty and saved us through the life and blood of our King.  We worship you through song and dance and regular testimonies.  We love you more than words can say.  We thank you for another blessed, wondrous miracle. May our mother have longevity to continue to serve our Master.

Tributes from the Funeral Service

Of Maryanne Frisken

Monday 8th December 2008

We have always considered Pastor Bob and Maryanne as our second parents when we moved to Australia – guiding us and helping us without reservation. We are so blessed to have known such a wonderful couple. We will not say “goodbye” to Maryanne because what she and Pastor Bob did to us will continue to live in our hearts.

Praise the Lord!

Joel, Rachel and kids – Anna, Joshua and Ericka (Papa)

We came to the funeral  and were so inspired by a life well-lived. Inspired to greater fruitfulness for God, and greater beauty, grace and love in Christ

Walson and Marlene Mathew

We stayed in the church because Maryanne gave us a lengthy chat during tea break and after church with a very lovely smile always. We appreciated it so much as we were really broken at that time. We will really care for her always .We will always remember here as a true Christian.

Bernadette and Bernard Regents Park Community Church 

We remember with much gratitude and love Maryanne’s impact on our family through Toongabbie Christian School.

The Duker family

A kind and lovely women of God will be sadly missed but in a place of glory and will see her again

Benita

Dear Mr Frisken and Family,

Maryanne was a truly wonderful and amazing person – she was the first person that I trusted my daughter with in her school life. She taught and looked after my Daughter Laura in kindergarten and Year One. Maryanne was thoughtful and always willing to help. I thank God for her very much. My prayers and thoughts go with you all at this time.

Narelle Nightingale

Bob,

We thank God for the life of your dear wife and pray that His Grace will indeed be all encompassing for you at this difficult time

His Richest Blessings,

Geoff Beach

Bob,

We will remember with much warmth and thankfulness to the Lord, the lovely example of a husband and wife team that Maryanne and you displayed. She will be missed. May God’s supporting arms surround and support you at this time. <Shalom>,

Annette and Richard Edlin 

Bob,

You and Maryanne are a beacon of light in this darkened world.

We love you,

Pete, Ker and Ella Etherington

An amazing teacher. She will be remembered forever.

Love,

Kate Spice

Such an incredible woman of God

Love,

Kathryn and Georgia Gepaz

Mrs Frisken was a dedicated teacher and loving to all her students. Personally she assisted with my education and indentifying possible problems with my learning. Through her observation and persistence to offer help, I have become the man I am today and thank her deeply and for the incredible woman that he brought into this earth. TO the family I wish blessing on you all and pray that God be with you in this troubling time. May she never be forgotten and remain in the hearts off all she has touched.

Matthew Gepaz

I will always remember Maryanne for her support and prayer through a difficult period of my life she remained the same person throughout her time at Toongabbie. She will always be remembered with fondness.

Kathy Spice

Dear Bob,

My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family and in the future. I cannot imagine the sadness you now live in, but know that you will see her again, and that there will be surely many there with Jesus who are there because God chose you and her to be a blessing and a light to many.

Love Always,

Jonathan Argall

Dear Bob and Family,

We are thinking of you at this time and share special memories of Maryanne.

Love and Prayers,

Judy and Derek Francis 

Dear Bob and Family

Prayers and all our love go with you at this time. May Gods’ blessing be with you in the days ahead. We will truly miss Maryanne. Love to all,

Kerrie, Steven, Joshua and family

Dear Bob and Family

Maryanne was an inspiring woman. Her faith and ministry are an inspiration. My prayers are with you all.

Freixas

Dear Bob and Family,

Maryanne was undoubtedly a picture of grace, faithfulness, joy and life – and in this we will continue to give thanks.

In Him,

Stephen and Sandie

May God hold you in the palm of his hand.

Robert, Keryn and the Kirk family

With love and memories – from Marion White

Dear Bob,

The life of your wife has impacted so much to lives especially in the poorest regions in Africa and Asia. This wonderful has made me to view Christianity in a different way. Chrisitianity is on family – the gathering of white, blue, yellow or black in diverse ethnic backgrounds. The works of your dear wife has made this possible in her well spent life time. A deiu ma!

Henry Ariaku

Dear Bob and family,

Maryanne was a great lady of God. Her love for us will live on as well as all she did. May God’s peace be with you. God Bless. Love,

Lyn Tavender

Dear Bob and family,

It was wonderful working with Maryanne at Toongabbie Christian School. She taught me so much. May God give you all his peace.

With love,

Margaret Hercus

Dear Bob and family,

I pray for God’s richest comfort at this time. I was taught by Maryanne in Year One 22 years ago at Toongabie, and I have never forgotten her as a teacher. It’s been amazing to see her at various school functions at CCHS since. My love to you all.

Natalie Baion

Dear Bob and family,

As a former student and now staff member of CCHS I thank God for the blessing you have been. For Maryanne’s support of Bob as Principal. She was on occasion, subject of his teaching illustrations, memories I will cherish. 

Lots of Love,

Megan Hubbell

Dear Bob,

Maryanne was always such an encouraging lady and wonderful friend to me. She always had wise words to give and was ever ready to have a laugh as well. You and she were such an inspiration to all. She will be sadly missed and was much loved. Love to you and all her lovely family.

Love,

Pam Parker (TCS)

Dear Bob,

Ken Greenwood and the members of the Taree school community send their love, their prayers and fond memories today, with their apologies for not being able to be here. 

Luke and Ruth send their love and prayers. Luke is so thoughtful for Maryanne’s preschool teaching and her role as mentor in his early teaching career. He was double blessed. 

As for me, Maryanne was a sister in the Lord and in our shared ministry with our husbands. We shared so much in those early days, including alternating roles. We loved her and love you. The comfort is knowing she is with our Lord and His arms are around you.

Lynette and Pater Hester

Maryanne had a wonderful impact on all who knew her. She was a blessing to us in the short time we knew her. We praise God for her, for Bob and their beautiful family! On behalf of the Snowy Mountains Christian <School> I also express our sincere condolences and love to Bob and the Frisken family.

Catriona and Paul Wansbrough

Maryanne was my first grade partner at Toongabbie Christian School. She always loved and supported me and encouraged me to be the teacher/coordinator that I am today. I will always be most grateful.

Margaret Baker

Maryanne was always a lady of great inspiration. A Godly woman who powerfully made an impact on my son Michael (Year One). Her work in God’s kingdom has greatly inspired me.

Lyn Steele

Maryanne – patient kind – full of empathy for all people – may the lord comfort you at this very sad time.

Cheryl and <Dorothy>

Maryanne was a wonderful spiritual mum. As my first supervisor I am indebted to her for setting me on the path to becoming an effective Christian teacher.

Rosemary Douglass

Dear Bob,

You and Maryanne have been such an important part of my life. Your care, Maryanne’s motherly nature and your guidance have made such a difference. My prayers and love are with you at this most difficult time.

Love from,

Bronwyn and Fred Wong

Dear Bob,

I first met Maryanne in 1984 and she never stopped being a blessing and inspiration to me. Both of you have taught me to live christianly. Both of you are a legacy of a Christian walk that will result in great things for God. God bless you. Much love,

Peter and Marlene Lawrence (Toongabbie CCS)

Bob,

Our prayers are very much with you at this time. Praise God for Maryanne’s life of service for Him.

Keith Davies (Belmont CS)

Dear Mr Frisken and family,

We really appreciated your wife’s input into our family through her insight and care for our son. Our prayers are with you at this time.  Sincerely in Christ,

Val and <Warwich> Lamond

To Bob,

With appreciation for all the kindness and support Maryanne gave to Pamela. May God bless you <>.

<Rev Barry and Pamela Flanagan>

Dear Bob and family,

We’re not sure that we’ve found the words yet but we will. Maryanne has been a very important part of our family and we will miss her very much. You have our prayers, our affection and our love!

Mark, Melanie, Eliza Isabel and Simon Spencer

To Bob and family.

I’ll miss Maryanne a lot. She was always so hospitable and kind and an extremely good cook! She was also devoted to God and her faith was demonstrated through her life and ministry. She is a hero of the faith and her memory will live on in my heart and mind and many others too. I praise God for knowing Maryanne and being a part of her and your life. May God comfort and keep you in His wonderful love until you meet again on <that> golden shore!

Much love, Pam Harvey

Much love from Raema and the family. We miss Maryanne but rejoice that she is now well

Phillip Nash (NZ)

Much love and blessing to the family. Maryanne was one special lady who has left a lasting legacy of love and hope.

Graham and Preston (NZ)

Maryanne will always be a very dear friend and very much missed by all our family. Thank you Bob for the great input you both have had in our lives.

Neville and Sylvia Pollard

Maryanne was a wonderful Christian woman and a great teacher. Much love to you,

Lyn Davies, John and Betty Reid and Wenty Baptist

I remember Maryanne at the opening of presents under the tree at ‘144 Brisbane Street Dubbo ’

Terry Allen (Cousin)

My Life is all the more richer for knowing Maryanne. To know her was to love her as an amazing woman after God’s heart.

With love and prayers,

Kaye McCoy

You helped me so much Maryanne you will be deeply missed.

Much love to you,

Margaret Welton

To Bob and family,

A beautiful woman of God. May the Lord comfort you.

Ed O’Toole

A true friend,

Anne and Harry

Praying for you, Bob and Family.

Lyn <Daymond>

Dear Bob and family,

She has left her footprints in our hearts deeply. 

Arry and Family <of> Josh (her student)

I’ll never forget your precious smile Maryanne!

Love,

Heidi Butler

Maryanne Frisken


1938 -2008


An Extraordinary, Ordinary Woman











PAGE  

